

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 NORTHWOODS WOMEN, INC./NEW DAY ADVOCACY CENTER (NDAC)
2019 ANNUAL REPORT

Northwoods Women, Inc., d.b.a. NDAC, established in 1983, is a private, nonprofit organization which provides crisis intervention services to victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, and human sex trafficking; and community prevention education services.  NDAC serves Ashland and Bayfield Counties – including members of Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa and Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa.  Services are based on the philosophy that intervention and support to victims of family violence and sexual assault, as well as community awareness, will help break the cycle of violence.  During 2019, NDAC provided temporary housing and food, 24-hour crisis line, emergency transportation, safety planning, advocacy, individual and group emotional support counseling, and information and referrals—to 216 unduplicated victims of domestic violence and/or sexual assault (167 women, 10 men, 39 children).  Of the 216 victims, 43 victims (26 women, 17 children) received temporary housing for a total of 2,620 shelter nights.  
In addition, NDAC staff responded to 5,337 crisis/information/referral calls.  Twenty-five community and school presentations were provided to 627 people in Ashland and Bayfield Counties.  Community awareness education was provided through active collaboration with agencies/organizations that provide complementary services, newspaper stories, newspaper ads, posters, agency Facebook and website, brochures and business cards.  Staff attended 58 trainings/workshops with collaborating partners.
NDAC’s Board of Directors and staff are dedicated to actively involving a large portion of the community in a concerted long-term project to break the cycle of violence.  Step One of the project was kicked off in fall 2019 when the program “Coaching Boys Into Men” was taught to the Ashland High School football team by the Ashland High School Football Coach, in conjunction with NDAC’s Youth and Family Coordinator.  The project’s overarching goal is to stamp out the norms that make violence acceptable in our community and replace them with behaviors that result in a violence-free Chequamegon Bay area.  In 2019, NDAC continued to be heavily involved in the collaborative efforts of the Ashland and Bayfield County Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault CCRs (Coordinated Community Response), which includes the participation of law enforcement, judicial system, hospitals and medical clinics, Probation & Parole, Disability Rights WI, Criminal Justice Council, Child Protective Services, and Children of Incarcerated Parents group.  Two of NDAC’s staff members are involved in the leadership of the CCR, and in the development of SART (Sexual Assault Response Teams) in Ashland and Bayfield Counties.  These community-based agencies and organizations work together to address system gaps, victim safety and offender accountability.    


In 2019, NDAC’s Children’s Program served 39 children who experienced or witnessed domestic violence.  The Self-Sufficiency Program assists in reducing the internal and external barriers faced by victims of domestic violence who attempt to establish healthy, violence-free environments apart from their abusive partners.  NDAC’s Sexual Assault Intervention Program provided services to 95 sexual assault/abuse victims, including emergency transportation to the hospital and support in the emergency room.  VOCA funding serves victims of crime and assists them with applying for crime victim compensation assistance.  Safety planning helped 125 clients, and 197 clients received emotional support counseling.

 
These accomplishments were made possible with general operations financial support from government sources: State of WI Department of Children and Families; State of WI Department of Justice, Office of Crime Victim Services (providing funding through Sexual Assault Victim Services-SAVS and Victims of Crime Act-VOCA); Ashland and Bayfield County FEMA, Bayfield County Human Services, City of Ashland.  Both SAVS and VOCA grants provide for a focus on under-served populations of Native Americans, people with disabilities, people over age 60, people who self-identify as LGBTQ+, people living in rural areas.  We received a grant from Shakopee Mdewakanton which provided funding for a Native American Culture Counselor to provide culturally sensitive services to Native Americans who comprise 33% of our total client count and 47% of our shelter clients.  The Shakopee Mdewakanton grant also provided funding for building supplies and to support the transition from paper files to on-line records, which will allow advocates to input client data while working on-site and off-site and to view agency-wide information from their individual computers rather than working from individual hard copy folders, which have to be carried from office to office.  Going on-line will save storage space and the cost of paper and expensive hard cover six-section folders.              

Additional general operations financial support was received from the Otto Bremer Trust, MAHADH Fund of the HRK Foundation and the Mary Rice Foundation, Xcel Energy Foundation, United Way, and Green Bay Packers.  Cash and in-kind donations were received from business and community members, churches, clubs, and civic groups in Ashland and Bayfield Counties.  NDAC was the grateful recipient of funds raised by the Bayfield Fashion Extravaganza in the summer.  In addition, NDAC held its St. Patrick’s Day New Day Rising Fundraiser, its annual fundraising event, “New Day Limited” dinner and raffle, and the second Annual Holidazzle fundraiser.   

NDAC purchased an existing building at 301 Ellis, Ashland, WI, on September 15, 2017.  In 2019, during renovation, we held two Open Houses for the public; one in spring and one in August, which was on the day of our “Ribbon Cutting”.  NDAC staff and clients were all moved in as of September 27, 2019.  We continued with designing and finalizing our security and heating systems over the next three months before we opened all seven bedrooms, which were full for the first time on December 24, 2019.  We are pleased to report a silver lining to our new floor plan.  In our new location, advocates work in the midst of the client living space rather than outside it, as in the former building.  This has resulted in enhanced advocacy through enriched relationships with our clients.  The contract with our Contractor, Cedar Brook Construction, officially ended in late December 2019.  The New Day Rising Renovation Campaign, started in early 2018, ended Phase I in March 2020, having raised $669K.  NDAC extends grateful thanks for financial support from government entities, private foundations, businesses, civic organizations, churches and individuals.  Phase II begins in May 2020 and is projected to end in December 2022, with an estimated goal of $708,400.


